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When I was a kid, I enjoyed going to a small public park that was within easy walking 

distance from our home. Back then, if parks had playground equipment, there would often 

be a swing, a slide and a teeter-totter or see-saw. Kids would play a game on the see-saw 

called “balance.” The challenge was to even out the weight on both sides so that both 

persons would be off the ground and even with each other. The trick was not just to 

achieve balance, but to maintain the balance longer. The longer, the better.  

 

The idea of balance is present in today’s very important gospel where Jesus addresses 

matters relating to marriage and to children. During his lifetime there were cultural rules 

about marriage and divorce and about what we would call today children’s rights. They 

were not in balance. Jesus condemns this imbalance. 

 

He bases his view on an important divine truth: Human relationships, especially those most 

closely connected with human life, are sacred. Yes, they are human, but they are built on 

the sacred purposes of God. Take marriage first. 

 

When a couple freely marries, with love and understanding, a sacred presence and power 

supports their intent and strengthens their life together. Jesus refers to this divine 

presence when he says that not only is marriage a human relationship, it also involves God. 

God joins the couple together. And through the lifetime of the marriage, God is there.  

 

Marriage is thus a sacred, divine reality. In Catholic circles this is sometimes described as 

“the rule of three.” Perhaps you have heard the phrase, “It takes three to get married.” 

Two spouses and God. God is in the mix. God is present in each spouse and in the love that 

exists between them. Both the wife and the husband have mutual rights and 

responsibilities. As current church teaching clearly states, they are fully equal, too. Full 

gender equality, especially in marriage, is God’s law! Only between equals can that balance 

described above be achieved. 

 

Now a word about children. Again, in the time of Jesus, children were not viewed as true 

equals to adults. They had less stature in society. They had no voice – as is described when 

one says they are to be seen (can’t avoid that) but not heard (they don’t deserve to be 

listened to). Jesus again challenges this false understanding of children. They too are 

sacred creations of God. All interpersonal relationships are as well 
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Mark 10:17-30 
 
If there was a list of the ten most unpopular gospels, the one for this Sunday would be 

near the top. Its most telling words are said by Jesus to a fellow who is commonly 

referred to as “the rich young man.” The underlying question set before us is the 

following: Who’s side would you take? That of Jesus or the young man who kept ALL the 

commandments, but didn’t want to part with his wealth and give it all to the poor. In other 

words, he seemed to be a good person but … 

 

Was Jesus being too hard on him? Could not Jesus have said, “You seem like a good and 

virtuous fellow. How about giving 10% of your wealth to the poor? Or even a little more, if 

you can afford to. Maybe, 20%.” That would have seemed to most of us a reasonable 

challenge.  

 

But that’s not what Jesus requested. He said, “Sell ALL you have and give the proceeds to 

the poor. Then come and follow me.” Why was Jesus being so demanding? 

 

Here’s one way to think about this and it has to do with the meaning of “wealth” in people’s 

lives. When Jesus lived, most people didn’t have much wealth at all. They were peasants 

who might have had a small place to live and a small garden or a couple of animals as a food 

source. Back then, if you were in the business of wealth management, you would have very 

few customers needing your service. If anyone had wealth, they were among the elite, the 

top 1%. The most satisfying benefit of having wealth (then and now) was that it gave one 

independence. People of wealth did not need to depend on the generosity of other people. 

And here’s the punch line: Perhaps they believed that they also were not dependent on 

God. Having wealth can create that misunderstanding.   

 

Now let’s examine exactly what the young man requested from Jesus. He wanted “eternal 

life.” He wanted to know what he had to do to get that. And what Jesus basically said to 

him was this. “Well, your wealth won’t help you get that! You can’t buy your way into 

heaven. Eternal life is not for sale. It’s God’s great gift!”  

 

So, if you want “eternal life,” forget about your wealth. Give it to those who need some of 

it to survive. Give it to the hungry, the homeless, the poor. Think about the needy in your 

own family. Focus your life on helping others. That’s what people do who follow me. They 

don’t count their money. They count what they do to help others. Isn’t this what Pope 

Francis talks about every day?  
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Today’s gospel about “who’s first” is an important gospel passage for our time! Almost daily 

we learn a new example of what’s called “the abuse of power.” Put simply, this means that 

people with power over others use that power for personal gain. Even though there is 

abundant public discussion of this problem, solutions seem to escape us. The revolution of 

ideas and values that Jesus desired, both when he walked our paths and now, where he 

“sits at the right hand of the Father,” seems absent from our time. How might we think 

about such matters? 

 

We can begin by being open to hear and accept the clear message of today’s gospel. “For 

the Son of Man (that’s Jesus) did not come to be served but to serve … .” He spoke thee 

words in response to a request made by two of his disciples, James and John. They wanted 

to be placed right next to Jesus once the Kingdom of God had been established, up “next 

to the throne,” above everyone else.  

 

If they were football fans in today’s world, they would be asking for reserved seating on 

the 50-yard line. If at a concert, they would want orchestra seating. If they were 

traveling, they would want to be the first to be allowed boarding the plane or train. In 

other words, they wanted a privileged place over others. They wanted to be served. 

 

I suspect Jesus was shocked by their request. His closest disciples knew that he was not 

seeking to create a social system that promoted ruling over others. His view of power 

reversed many social arrangements. To be “first” in God’s kingdom sometimes meant being 

“last.” In that sense, leaders were to be servants of everyone.  

 

We have all heard stories of parents in places of poverty where the parents will not eat 

until all their children are first fed. If anyone in the family is to go to bed hungry, it will 

be the parents. Parents often sacrifice their needs so that their children survive. In that 

setting, good parents use their “power” to help their children. 

 

How gospel servanthood is lived will depend on the individual circumstances of one’s life. It 

also requires an awareness that most of our social systems are arranged so that those “at 

the top” are the ones given power over others. Use of power in God’s view is not “power 

over others” but a power that is expressed in serving others. Is Jesus being realistic in 

offering this view of life? He would say that he is. Would we?      
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Many miracles performed by Jesus are mentioned in the four gospels. One of the most 

common is curing blindness. Gospel scholars tell us that miracles involving restoring sight 

to the blind can be understood in two ways. First, there is his bringing sight so that the 

person can physically see the magnificent world God had created. The persons can see 

their own reflection on the surface of a calm body of water. The person can also see the 

beauty in the bodies of others. God’s world is there for them to behold, enjoy, appreciate 

and treasure.  

 

But there is a deeper meaning to “curing blindness.” This is sometimes described as a cure 

for “spiritual blindness.” This cure helps one see not only the physical world, but also the 

deeper aspects of that world. With that deeper vision, we can appreciate the world 

created by God. We can also see that God remains present in the created world as the one 

who sustains it. Seeing this is not obvious, for sure. People who say that nothing exists 

outside of what our physical senses reveal will not see this deeper dimension.  

 

Here is a listing of some of the things that one might “see” with eyes enriched by God’s 

Spirit.  

 

One will see that each and every person is of great value and is created by God to know, 

love and serve God, now and forever. 

 

One will see that all the good that we do, however seemingly insignificant, it of great value 

to God.  

 

One will see that everyone has a call or vocation from God to contribute something unique 

to the world and to God. 

 

One will see our home, planet Earth, is deeply sacred, filled with God’s grandeur, and 

should not be spoiled by greed or indifference. 

 

One will see that God has a concern for all of us and like the lilies of the field and the 

birds of the air, God watches over us with understanding, compassion and mercy. 

 

And one will see even more. Do you? 
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